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AOTA Research Update Question Prompts 


Use these prompts as a guide for reading each article that is part of your Research Update Assignment. Take notes and answer each question. The information you collect will help you as you write the article summaries. 


Authors:
Article title:  
Journal title, volume, issue number:
Year: 


Background 
Purpose/aims statement: 

Methods
Describe the inclusion criteria (e.g., gender, age, diagnosis). 

Describe the study design. Use the sections below as relevant for the papers that you are reviewing.

For quantitative studies: 
· Describe the intervention. Consider the length, frequency, intensity, environmental/contextual factors, and disciplines involved.    
· Describe the measures used to assess intervention effect.   
For qualitative studies:  
· Summarize the study’s design 
· What did the authors do to demonstrate qualitative rigor? 
For studies about use of specific measures: 
· How was the validity and/or reliability of the tool assessed?
· How did this process demonstrate rigor? 
For systematic reviews: 
· What did the authors do to demonstrate rigor? What were the inclusion criteria for articles?  How many articles were retained through this process?
Were knowledge users involved?  
· If yes, what type of knowledge users (e.g., self-advocates, policy makers, clinicians, etc.) were involved? 
· [bookmark: _Int_f2Np4hjY]In what portion of the research process were they involved (e.g., conceptualization, analysis, etc.)?
Results
Describe the sample.

For quantitative studies: 
· What was the effect of the intervention (e.g., improved gross motor, better executive function, etc.)?   
· Was the intervention found to be beneficial?   

· Were the results statistically significant?  
· Were the results clinically significant? 
· What was the effect size?
· Were there any differences according to sub-groups?  
For qualitative studies:
· Identify each theme and summarize it.
· For mixed methods studies:
· Address the qualitative and quantitative questions, as relevant. 
· [bookmark: _Int_L0l3dBVa]Address how data are merged, integrated, converged, or otherwise synthesized.
· For systematic reviews: 
· What were the findings? 
· What was the quality of the evidence included?
· For papers about measurement tools:
· Was the tool easily used in the setting of interest?
· Is this tool reliable and valid? Who should it be used with (i.e., age range, diagnosis)?
· What are the strengths and weaknesses of this measure?

Additional notes:
1. Consider sources of funding or other support for the research. 
2. Consider relationships or affiliations that could be interpreted as a conflict of interest.
3. Consider if important information is missing from the paper. 


Synthesis 
After answering the above questions for each of the 3 articles, consider the following questions as you begin writing:  
1. What were the findings of the studies? 
a. How do the results of each study complement one another?  
b. How do the results of each study conflict with one another? How do you make sense of any conflicting results (if applicable)? 
2. Were the studies similar in terms of population, intervention, comparison (as relevant) and outcomes? Consider whether the samples were similar and whether the sampling strategies were similar. If sampling strategies were dissimilar, are there any implications for comparing the study findings?
3. What is the bottom line associated with each study? Does the evidence suggest that practitioners should use this intervention? Who should the intervention be used with? Are there any factors that practitioners should be aware of or consider when implementing interventions? What are the implications for clinical practice? 




Prompts created by AOTA members Julia Lisle, OTD, OTR/L and Molly Whitlow, PhD, MPH
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