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PROGRAM LETTERHEAD


Dear Program Staff,

As you may already know, the president recently signed H.R. 1, more commonly known as the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, into law. This legislation makes a number of changes across the federal government, including higher education. 

Background

With the elimination of the Grad PLUS Program, the only financial aid option available to most graduate level occupational therapy (OT) students will be the Direct Unsubsidized Loan Program. H.R. 1 also changed the annual and lifetime caps on Direct Unsubsidized Loan Program. After July 1, 2026, students pursuing a degree classified as a “professional degree” will be able to borrow $50,000 per year or $200,000 in total. If OT is not placed in this category, the limits will be $20,500 per year or $100,000 in total. 

While AOTA is confident that all ACOTE accredited Master’s and Doctoral degrees meet the standards set by H.R. 1 for a professional degree, the ultimate determinination will be made when the Secretary of Education updates the higher education regulations. 

That process will take a long time, possibly months, but it is already starting. The Department of Education (ED) is seeking comments and recommendations on these student loan changes. We know this is a critical issue to both Master’s and Doctoral degree programs, and AOTA’s federal affairs staff is already advocating to ED to classify all graduate level OT degrees as professional degrees. 

We are writing to encourage your occupational therapy program to submit a comment to the U.S. Department of Education’s regarding the designation of professional degree programs for purposes of federal student aid. All comments are due by August 25th. Below you will find instructions on how to submit your comments, some suggested key points to include, and a template guide for your letter. 

Key Points to Include

OT Programs Qualfiy as Professional Degrees

Occupational therapy graduate programs meet the defining criteria of “professional degree programs” as contemplated by Public Law 119–21:
They lead directly to professional licensure and certification.
They require substantial graduate-level training, typically two to three years post-baccalaureate.
They are prerequisites to practice in a federally recognized health profession.
Potential Conseques of Exluding Occupational Therapy Programs
· Nearly every healthcare field is facing worker shortages, and demand keeps growing faster than the number of new providers.
· Occupational therapy is already feeling the strain. Fewer students are applying—applications to OT programs have dropped 33% since 2018—even though the need for OTs continues to rise.
· If OT programs aren’t recognized as professional degrees, the workforce shortage will get worse, and people will have even less access to care.

Recommendations to the Committee
· Include occupational therapy in the regulatory definition of “professional degree program.”
· Given that occupational therapy licensure is recognized at the federal and statelevel and dependent on graduate-level education, occupational therapy should be treated consistently with other health professions in all relevant student aid regulations.

How to Submit Comments

Step-by-Step Instructions
1. Prepare your letter
· Be sure to use institutional letterhead, if possible. 
· Use the points from above, but customize your letter. The department wants to hear from individual organizations and not receive the same form letter multiple times. 
· Keep it professional, concise (1–2 pages), and focused on why your students must remain eligible for full federal aid access.
i. There is templateprovided at the end of this letter. 
2. Submit the Comment Letter
· Go to: https://www.regulations.gov 
· Search for Docket ID: ED-2025-OPE-0151-0001or click this link.
· Click “Comment” in the top left of the window. 
· Upload your letter as a PDF or Word document.
· Fill out the required fields and submit.
3. Deadline
· All comments are due by August 25th, 2025

We can’t thank you enough for your support. 

Sincerely,

Abe Saffer
AOTA Federal Affairs



Template Letter (next page)










Via online submission to http://www.regulations.gov  	

August 25, 2025

Secretary James Bergeron 
Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202-1100

RE: Docket ID ED–2025–0151

Dear Secretary Bergeron and Members of the Rulemaking Committees,

On behalf of PROGRAM NAME, we appreciate the opportunity to submit written comments and recommendations to inform the Department of Education’s (ED) upcoming negotiated rulemaking process regarding implementation of the student financial aid provisions in Public Law 119–21, commonly known as the One Big Beautiful Bill Act.

Background
(Any relevant information on your program you would like to provide)

Occupational Therapy as a Professional Degree Program
(Why OT should qualify as a professional degree program and potential consequences of excluding OT from this list)

Recommendations


Closing
Thank you for allowing PROGRAM NAME to submit comments on the Department’s implementation of the financial aid changes from HR 1. 

Sincerely,
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