
 
 

Tips for Effective Discussions and Visits with Your 
Legislators 

 
Do 

 
 Thank them for taking your viewpoint into consideration. 

 Be forthright and informative in your communication. Keep It Simple. 

 Be brief. 

 Tell the Legislator what you want him or her to do, and provide a persuasive 

argument. Remember: You are the expert! 

 Cite specific bills, issues, and titles.  

 Offer to provide additional background information, and offer to assist his or her 

staff in any way possible. 

 Show the Legislator and staff persons that you care about the issue you are 

discussing and tell them why. Expect your Legislator to be responsive to your 

views; that is why he or she was elected. 

 
Don’t 

 
 Don’t be narrowly ideological. Put things in perspective. 

 Don’t be arrogant, threatening, or confrontational. 

 Don’t take a long time to make a simple point. Condense and consolidate. 

 Don’t be overly technical. 

 Don’t expect your Legislator to drop everything and focus only on your concerns. 

 Don’t be put off if you see the Legislator’s key staff person instead of the 

Legislator. Key staffers are powerful people. 

 


