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CHARGE TO THE COMMITTEE:
This committee was charged with advising AOTA on projects and activities that will build
stronger linkages between research, education, and practice and with making preliminary
recommendations that will inform new and evolving AOTA initiatives, particularly in the areas
of continuing education, evidence-based practice, annual conference, and publications. The Ad
Hoc committee was requested to specifically address four issues within the charge:
1. work with the editors of AJOT and OTJR to investigate the possibility of AJOT research
articles being required to contain a “translation to practice” component;
2. recommend ways in which to connect universities and practitioners;
3. recommend ways in which to connect science to practice and education to practice; and
4. design an ongoing systematic approach to evaluate the effectiveness of any recommended
actions.

KEY CONCEPTS THAT EMERGED FROM THE COMMITTEE DISCUSSION:
1) The committee adopted the concept of promoting practice scholarship with all members of
the profession as key to addressing the charge. In doing so, the committee identified that
scholarship and lifelong learning are not the exclusive domain of academics and researchers. For
the profession to continue to thrive and meet its stated vision for the 21st century, it is essential
that we recognize scholarship as key role of the practice, education, and research communities.
The committee identified that the concept of practice scholarship is meant to reflect an ethos of
life-long learning applicable to all occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants.
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2) The committee identified that the current education system and culture of our profession does
not promote the role of scholarship within the practice community. Interviews conducted by the
committee with the key representatives from the American Occupational Therapy Foundation
(AOTF); the Evidence Based Practice (EBP) initiative; senior AOTA staff; and members of the
practice community and research community confirmed the challenges faced when promoting
research and scholarship within the occupational therapy practice community.
3) A review of the reports submitted by the committees formed for the Centennial Vision Project
to address the six priority practice areas identified the lack of scholarship in practice as common
shortfall in all areas of practice.
4) In making its recommendations, the committee felt strongly that all appropriate bodies within
the organization should be involved in the process of building stronger linkages among research,
education, and practice, including COE, COP, EDSIS, AMSIS, ACFW and FEW.

RECOMMENDATIONS
The committee has addressed each issue in the charge with recommendations informed by the
data collected and reviewed, and by the experience of members with knowledge of historical
efforts to make linkages between research, education, and practice. Following each
recommendation is rationale that summarizes the committee’s discussions and suggested actions.
Issue #1: Work with the editors of AJOT and OTJR to investigate the possibility of
research articles being required to contain a “translation to practice” component.
Recommendation
AOTA/AOTF sponsor a meeting of the editors of AJOT, OTJR, OT Practice and other selected
publications focused on OT issues to determine how they can work together to facilitate
translation of research to practice using their publications. This meeting could be web based or
in-person.
Rationale
In recent years, the American Journal of Occupational Therapy (AJOT), OT Practice, and the
Occupational Therapy Journal of Research (OTJR) have published multiple articles on issues
related to evidence-based practice. However, while articles and issues regarding evidence-based
practice (including translating research to practice, practice and education-based implications)
were identified, particular attention to or clear definition of these sections was not evident
(limited headings and sections demarcation) in the committee review of a sampling of various
articles. It was also evident from interviews conducted with practitioners that these journals are
not widely read outside of the academic community. Editors of the AJOT and OTJR were
queried to determine their perspective on including a specific translation to practice component
with research articles.
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The current AJOT editor, Mary Corcoran, PhD, OTR, FAOTA, responded through Email
correspondence that in the past three years, AJOT has been proactive in addressing the
translation to practice component. AJOT has used editorials to define the issues and set
boundaries for their approach addressing this topic, and actively promoted this issue to those
submitting manuscripts. Current OTJR editor, Helene Polatajko, PhD, OT Reg. (Ont.), FCAOT,
acknowledged the challenge of getting practitioners to read OTJR. She relayed her interest in
discussing the inclusion of a translation to practice component with her board.
The committee also noted that there are numerous other publications addressing OT practice
issues. The committee felt that opening a dialogue with the editors of these publications would
be the first step in achieving this goal which would be of benefit to both the publishers and the
profession.
Next Steps:
 Identify ways to increase practitioners readership of the journals:
o AOTA/AOTF work together to give members, particularly practitioners, access to
electronic bundled journals to provide resources to members.
 Identify ways in which the journals can promote the “translation to practice” component:
o Develop special issues of AJOT, OTJR and OT Practice that are topical, focused
on practice scholarship and research/education/practice linkages.
o Identify for practitioners where the Translation to Practice piece is by creating a
subheading, “Translation to Practice” in articles, editorials and special columns.
o At the end of the journal, include a “The Issue is… Translation to Practice” piece
where an invited practitioner writes how individual articles, editorials or columns
lead them to rethink what they are doing or how they appraised the “try-ability” of
the intervention and applied it to their current practice.
o Investigate the option of OT Practice to highlight practice-related research that is
being published (combing of current literature).
o Use OT Practice to follow-up with how a research article from AJOT or OTJR
was applied in practice (illustrating the “try-ability” and process of application of
research). This may include feature articles that provide practitioners with ideas
for how a recently published research article was/can be applied to practice.
o Identify how further research could be done on the topic at the end of an article or
column (e.g., how to use single subject design in practice with patients).
o All publications consider special issues on the topic of transferability of research
to practice including practice scholarship, and research/education/practice
linkages. Specific articles might include tutorials for developing partnerships
across clinics and universities, increasing practitioner research and evidence skills
and examples of practitioners who have successfully increased their skills and
transferred research findings into practice.
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Issue #2: Recommend ways in which to connect universities, researchers, and practitioners.
Recommendation
Make an upcoming AOTA Conference theme Finding Your Inner Scholar: Focus on Lifelong
Learning. Conference design should target multiple venues for linkages and connections among
educators, researchers, students, and practitioners.
Rationale
The committee believes everyone within the profession -- researchers, educators, practitioners,
students -- needs to play a part in linking universities and practitioners. Leaders in all areas need
to model action-oriented activities that are interactive, dynamic, and sustainable.
Next Steps:
 Conference planning strategies could included initiatives such as:
o Provide bulletin boards in the poster area where attendees could post a “want ad”
for a research site, or an “access available” notice from a practice setting where
research efforts are welcomed. As conference unfolds the linkages that have been
made are illustrated with visual depicting collaborations formed as a result of the
conference experience.
o At the Opening Ceremony, showcase video testimonials/stories that show how
everyone is connecting (scientist with practitioner, clinic manager with faculty,
students with practitioners, and fieldwork educators with university researchers
and faculty) – a 6 degrees of separation approach.
o Provide a Marketplace Storefront populated by those who are already making
links serving as advisors and consultants to conference attendees.
o Target in the Call for Papers sessions linking educators, researchers and
practitioners. Give session priority for education-research-practitioner links.
o Target interactive sessions (rather than didactic sessions) for dialogues among
practitioners, scientists, fieldwork educators using roundtable formats, panel
discussions, and poster sessions to formalize the linking process.
o At newcomer and student events, facilitate socialization of the translation to
practice process.
o Institute a session of “Speed-Dating” session to increase networking and link
educators, practitioners, and scientists – make it a cocktail event to draw
participants.
o Promote Scholarship of Practice activities modeled on the Scholarship of Learning
year-long mentoring activities ( see Institute 05 in 2007)
 Beginning in educational programs and throughout the profession, AOTA will promote
the notion of practitioners as scholars – practitioners as life-long learners with roles to
play within education, practice and research as part of their careers.
 Build into the proposed Fieldwork Toolkit an ethos of practice scholarship behaviors,
e.g., modeling of life-long learning and investing in contributing to research and
evidence-based practices.
 Ensure that the model curriculum identifies and includes practice scholarship and
research on the same level as practice in their curriculum. Evidence-based practice should
be clearly evident and woven throughout the curriculum.
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Include model curriculum content associated with development of
interpersonal/relationship-building/leadership skills needed by students to promote
investigation and change (evidence-based practice) when they are in the field.
To promote the linkages between universities and practitioners, AOTA’s student
conclave could provide a venue for 1) mock interviews (how to present yourself as a lifelong learner in the interview process), 2) modeling the documentation of evidence-based
activities for a professional portfolio, and 3) developing strategies, including being a
change agent when presented with the current disconnect between evidence-based and
historical-based practice.
AOTA consider exploring venues for promoting the value of the experienced
professional who integrates life-long learning into practice, perhaps characterizing this
professional as the “new generalist.”
AOTA explore electronic mechanism (blogs, listserves, etc.) for linking faculty and
practitioners and for promoting communication among them.

Issue #3: Recommend ways in which to reconnect science to practice and education to
practice.
Recommendation
AOTA needs to identify and publish a collection of best practices that academic programs are
using for integrating evidence into student/practitioner roles in academic fieldwork programs.
The profession needs to promote the concept of practice scholarship.
Rationale
Education programs are central to the development of practice scholarship among those entering
the profession. However, practice scholarship is not apparent in too many practice environments.
The committee identified the need to change practice environments if new graduates are to be
able to carry skills associated with practice scholarship into practice. Access to scientific
information and access to linking mechanisms are critical for those in practice. Also critical are
the development of models illustrating how to use evidence-based practices and how to
communicate its meaning in dialogues with patients/clients to help with decision-making.
This committee believes that the relationships built through professional education in general and
fieldwork in particular, are key elements for change in the profession. When university and
practice sites share ownership and oversight of student projects, it is mutually beneficial and
promotes practice scholarship. Important attention needs to be given to fieldwork, fieldwork
educators, students, and university fieldwork coordinators if we intend to seed a change.
Next Steps:
 Academic programs need to explore ways to generate compelling questions from clinical
fieldwork sites. One model would call for students to be assigned site-driven evidencebased projects as part of their coursework. In this situation, the student is the
connector/link between the new learning in the classroom and the clinical environment.
The student seeks questions from fieldwork sites prior to going to the site, uses course
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assignment to collect some answers from the literature and then goes to the site with a
start point for further inquiry.
Use the previous university research monograph, “Integrating Research into the
Curriculum” as a model.
AOTF revisit the previously utilized Special Interest Section model for assisting
practitioners to become researchers.
Use the recommendations of the six 2007 AOTA board priority ad hoc committees to
define priority clinical questions to advance research and practice. Develop multifaceted
mechanisms for linking people working in those areas to those who can do the research.
Consider threading these priorities in all association activities.
Use the Affiliated State Association Presidents (ASAP) to assist with
developing/promoting state-level workshops on evidence-based practice with AOTA
providing electronic access to evidence-based resources during the workshop to facilitate
skill building
AOTA establish links for members from the AOTA website to online journals and
databases to support evidence searches.
Consistent with the six 2007 AOTA board ad hoc committee reports, have the Special
Interest Sections generate priority research questions from their practice settings
o Use the listserves/SIS annual programs at conference to collect questions
o Publish questions in SIS quarterlies
Develop a mechanism on the AOTA Resource Directory site that is completed each time
a person accesses it and solicits feedback on the usefulness of the resources and what else
might have been helpful to the member.
Create a database where member researchers and practitioners can enter 1) descriptions
of populations they are seeking to study or 2) their need for help developing research
questions, respectively, so that linkages can be facilitated.
o Add the database to the Evidence-Based Resource Directory area on the website
o Have a practitioner/researcher kiosk at conference with a computer where
members can make entries into a database that will connect resources.
o On membership applications and renewals, have a question that generates
information on this issue for inclusion in the database.
Develop a clearinghouse on the AOTA website where members can find lists of
university programs that are recognized for ongoing research activities and the areas of
practice that their scientists are focused on. (This clearinghouse could be linked
electronically to many different related research activities on the website)
Ask the Administration and Management Special Interest Section (AMSIS) to investigate
successful ways management can support access/time for evidence-based practice
activities for practitioners.
Develop talking points to promote the use of time within the work day, including how to
translate that time into increased productivity when evidence-based practices are enacted.
Through its publications, AOTA should promote evidence-based activities tied to career
development and/or ladders, and illustrate how pay incentives for using/maintaining
skills can be tied to reward.
To facilitate linkages and promote scholarship in practice, university/fieldwork partners
pursue student projects that take advantage of area practice settings and pursue
development of research projects that are rooted in the dilemmas of area practitioners. To
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foster the development of learning communities, university/fieldwork partners explore
role responsibilities in regards to the ACFW, and how they could facilitate these linkages.
Continue use of practitioners as adjunct faculty, finding ways to fund ongoing
partnerships and use them as resources in curriculum planning and development, and in
accessing populations for research activities.
Evidence-based activities be woven throughout the actions taken on the recommendations
from the Ad Hoc Committee to Explore and Develop Resources for OT Fieldwork
Educations.
Include interactive learning resources and “How to” guidelines for the recommended
Tool Kit.
To inform the Model Curriculum projects, AMSIS generates a document from
practitioners identifying successful strategies that facilitate change in organizations to
support evidence-based practice and clinical research. The Education Special Interest
Section (EDSIS) promotes the inclusion of those strategies in curriculum and fieldwork
instruction to students so they are prepared to tackle this issue.
The administration/management component of occupational therapy curriculum promote
the inclusion of evidence-based practice activities tied to career development and/or
ladders with pay incentives for using/maintaining skills tied to them.

Issue #4: Design an ongoing systematic approach to evaluate the effectiveness of any
recommended actions.
Recommendations






Identify a strategy for identifying and collecting evidence of the occurrence of translation
to practice activities in AJOT, OTJR & OT Practice. Report these activities to the
membership and solicit feedback from members regarding usefulness of the information.
Develop and implement a survey of students doing fieldwork to determine whether they
are seeing evidence-based practice at fieldwork sites. A baseline can be established;
periodic surveying can be done to measure progress against the baseline.
Identify practice scholarship activities at AOTA conference from available AOTA
conference data. Determine the kinds of activities desired at future conferences, including
submissions linking research/education/practice, and communicate/solicit what is desired
to membership annually in the Call for Papers and other conference promotional vehicles.
Data collected on the aforementioned activities to build stronger linkages among
research, education, and practice should be communicated to members annually (both
national data and data disaggregated by region) to mark progress the profession is making
in this endeavor.
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