
Dear Colleagues: 
  
When I saw my childhood home in Charles City, Iowa under water up to its roof, it hit 
home what you in Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, and Wisconsin have been coming to grips with 
over the past days and weeks. I wanted to send you a message to let you know that 
AOTA stands ready to assist individual practitioners, clinics, nursing facilities, college 
and university programs and others in this time of need.   
  
The historic floods in the Midwest are again challenging all of our skills to adapt and 
thrive even in difficult circumstances. We have heard that Kirkwood Community College 
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, is surrounded by water. Though the College itself is not flooded, 
all roads leading to it are overrun so the occupational therapy assistant program is closed 
at the present time. We have contacted St. Ambrose University in Davenport, Iowa, but 
they are on a hill and at this time they are all right. I’m sure, though, that many students 
and faculty at both these and other schools in the area have had their homes affected and 
their lives disrupted. 
  
As occupational therapy practitioners, we help others. Now your Association is ready to 
help you. If there is anything I or the Association can do to help you survive this time and 
move to the future to “live life to its fullest,” please send me an e-mail at  
president@aota.org. Please know we are all thinking about you. 
  
  
Sincerely, 
  
Penelope Moyers Cleveland, EdD, OTR/L, BCMH, FAOTA
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