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P Y
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DATE: July 29, 2008

RE: Wound Care

This is a statement of the Washington State Occupational Therapy Practice Board, in reference to
whether wound care management is within the Scope of Practice of a licensed occupational
therapist.

The board recognizes that the role of wound care management is within the framework of
Occupational Therapy Practice.

Wound care management must be provided consistent with the Code of Ethics. The Code of
Ethics requires a licensee to provide the highest quality services to the client, and seek
consultation with or refer the client to an appropriate health care professional if the licensee
determines that the licensee cannot effectively manage the client’s needs. In addition, a licensee
is prohibited from providing a service that is not within the licensee’s demonstrated
competencies.

The board recommends that the practitioner keep documentation in their professional files,
which reflect the practitioner’s specific training in all modalities used in practice including
wound care management, as seen in AOTA’s Wound Management White Paper, approved
October 2007.




