
Embracing Diversity
AOTA/NBCOT Student Conclave 2009

1
Ingrid M. Kanics, OTR/L   ©2009

Embracing DiversityEmbracing Diversity
Designing for Visitors of All AbilitiesDesigning for Visitors of All Abilities

Embracing Diversity

Ingrid M. Kanics, OTR/L
Ingrid.kanics@hattielarlham.org

imkanics@mindspring.com

Center for Creative Play:
Volunteer student experience

Sensory Adventure Camp
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Center for Creative Play:
Volunteer student experience

Playing Cards
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Center for Creative Play:
Play Environments Specialist

Able to Play Michigan
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Center for Creative Play:
Play Environments Specialist

Children Museum
Universal Design Assessments

40 museums in 2 years

☼ Museums receive detailed 
report of strengths and 
suggestions.

☼ Museums leverage report for 

Embracing Diversity

exhibit modification, renovation, 
and new design.

☼ Museums see accessibility on 
a much broader level.

Chicago Children’s 
Museum

☼ Social Stories

☼ Inclusion Position 
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☼ Inclusion Position 
Statement

☼ Play for All

☼ Model for other 
Museums

☼ Simple fixes:
Cleveland Children’s 

Museum
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Center for Creative Play:
Play Environments Specialist

Consulting

Hattie LarlhamHattie Larlham
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Hattie Larlham
Residential

Supported Employment

Creative ARTS

Hattie Larlham
ASD Preschool

TBI Collaborative

ASD Collaborative
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Play Collaborative
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Hattie Larlham
Therapy Director
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Hattie Larlham
The Play Center at 

Hattie Larlham
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Hattie Larlham
Therapy Director

Consulting

Continuing to work Continuing to work 
in all environments 

that support children 
of all abilities.
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Hattie Larlham
Therapy Director

Consulting

☼ Museums design consulting – exhibit or museum
☼ New Design☼ New Design
☼ Additions
☼ Renovations

☼ Moving beyond children’s museums to museums in general.
☼ Aquariums

Hattie Larlham
Partnerships

Advisory Board Playground 
Manufacturer
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