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We are writing you to encourage prompt action on resolutions SR220 and HR474
recently passed by the General Assembly.

These resolutions call for your agencies to study the issue of insurance coverage
for habilitative therapy. Unlike rehabilitative therapy, which is routinely covered
by Illinois health insurers, therapy for conditions such as autism or cerebral palsy
are considered “habilitative” and do not typically receive coverage. The
resolutions’ intent is to study this discrepancy, especially the societal impact when
children do not receive these needed services.

Our organizations believe it is arbitrary to provide one group of patients with
therapy services while denying it to another simply on the basis of diagnosis:
there is no reason a child with autism will benefit less from these important
therapies than a child whose speech was lost, for example, as a result of a car
accident. Yet this is the status quo as defined by the insurance industry of this
state.

During the 2007 legislative session, the House Insurance committee held a subject
matter hearing on this issue that resulted in several Representatives sponsoring
House Bill 1247, which would have mandated insurers to provide coverage for
habilitative care. Although HB1247 was never called for a vote, interest in the
issue among legislators, physicians, parents, and other advocates remains high.



Carol L. Adams, PhD
Dean Martinez
September 14, 2007

We encourage you to act on these related resolutions as quickly as possible. As medical
providers, parents, consumers and other interested parties, we know firsthand how important
these therapies are.
Sincerely,
Illinois Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics
American Occupational Therapy Association
The Arc of Illinois
Health and Disability Advocates
Illinois Association for Infant Mental Health
cc: Representative Elizabeth Coulson
Senator M. Maggie Crotty
Barry Maram, IDHFS

Michael T. McRaith, Director, IDFPR Division of Insurance
Louanner Peters, Office of the Governor



