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Patient-‐Centered	  Outcomes	  Research	  Institute	  

PCORI	  Seeks	  Your	  Input	  On…	  
Initial	  Topics	  for	  PCORI’s	  Tier	  1	  Pilot	  Projects	  

	  
What	  is	  the	  Patient-‐Centered	  Outcomes	  Research	  Institute?	  
The	  Patient-‐Centered	  Outcomes	  Research	  Institute	  (PCORI)	  is	  an	  independent,	  non-‐profit	  research	  
organization	  created	  to	  help	  patients	  and	  those	  who	  care	  for	  them	  make	  better	  informed	  health	  
decisions.	  	  PCORI	  will	  engage	  in	  research	  that	  is	  responsive	  to	  the	  values	  and	  interests	  of	  patients	  and	  
will	  provide	  patients	  and	  those	  who	  care	  for	  them	  with	  reliable,	  evidence-‐based	  information	  for	  the	  
health	  care	  choices	  they	  face.	  To	  learn	  more	  about	  PCORI,	  visit	  our	  website:	  www.pcori.org.	  
	  
Explanation	  of	  this	  input	  opportunity:	  
PCORI	  will	  issue	  a	  request	  for	  applications	  (RFA)	  in	  late	  September	  2011	  for	  a	  series	  of	  grants	  for	  “Tier	  1	  
Pilot	  Projects.”	  The	  pilot	  projects	  will:	  

• assist	  PCORI	  in	  establishing	  national	  priorities	  for	  research,	  	  
• support	  the	  development	  of	  novel	  methods	  or	  the	  collection	  of	  preliminary	  data	  that	  can	  be	  

used	  to	  advance	  the	  field	  of	  patient-‐centered	  outcomes	  research	  (PCOR),	  and	  
• inform	  the	  development	  of	  a	  future	  PCORI	  research	  agenda.	  

	  
PCORI	  has	  identified	  eight	  initial	  areas	  of	  interest	  for	  the	  pilot	  projects.	  We	  want	  your	  feedback	  on	  these	  
topics	  and	  your	  help	  in	  identifying	  other	  appropriate	  topics.	  	  PCORI	  will	  review	  all	  of	  the	  input	  received	  
and	  update,	  modify	  or	  add	  to	  this	  list	  of	  potential	  areas	  of	  interest	  as	  appropriate	  to	  finalize	  the	  RFA.	  
This	  request	  is	  for	  input	  on	  the	  pilot	  project	  topics,	  not	  a	  request	  for	  applications	  for	  pilot	  project	  grants.	  
	  
All	  of	  the	  pilot	  projects	  will	  focus	  on	  methods	  and	  approaches	  appropriate	  to	  PCOR,	  including	  
observational	  methodologies,	  systematic	  reviews,	  mixed	  methods	  and	  qualitative	  methodologies,	  
simulations,	  small	  pragmatic	  pilot	  trials	  and	  survey	  methods.	  	  The	  pilot	  projects	  will	  not	  include	  clinical	  
efficacy	  studies	  on	  specific	  conditions	  or	  interventions	  or	  randomized	  clinic	  trials.	  
	  
When	  can	  you	  provide	  input:	  
You	  can	  provide	  input	  until	  11:59	  p.m.	  Eastern	  Time	  on	  Wednesday,	  August	  31,	  2011.	  
	  
How	  to	  provide	  input:	  
There	  are	  three	  ways	  you	  can	  provide	  input:	  

1. You	  can	  complete	  this	  form	  and	  click	  “Submit”	  on	  the	  last	  page,	  which	  will	  send	  it	  to	  PCORI	  by	  
email.	  

2. You	  can	  complete	  this	  form,	  print	  it	  out*	  and	  mail	  it	  to	  PCORI	  at:	  
Patient-‐Centered	  Outcomes	  Research	  Institute	  
Attn:	  Tier	  1	  Topics	  Input	  
1701	  Pennsylvania	  Ave.,	  NW,	  Suite	  300	  
Washington,	  DC	  20006	  
*If	  your	  comments	  for	  any	  topic	  extend	  beyond	  the	  visible	  space	  provided,	  	  
please	  print	  out	  those	  comments	  on	  a	  separate	  page	  and	  return	  them	  with	  this	  form.	  

3. You	  can	  complete	  a	  survey	  on	  PCORI’s	  website	  through	  this	  page:	  
http://www.pcori.org/provideinput.html	  

initiator:info@pcori.org;wfState:returned;wfType:email;workflowId:861cab5e03e54c848591876e5dd04900
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PCORI	  Seeks	  Your	  Input	  On…	  

Initial	  Topics	  for	  PCORI’s	  Tier	  1	  Pilot	  Projects	  
	  
You	  are	  NOT	  required	  to	  provide	  any	  personal	  identification	  in	  order	  to	  provide	  input.	  However,	  you	  
may	  provide	  such	  information	  if	  you	  are	  willing	  to	  be	  contacted	  if	  PCORI	  has	  questions	  about	  your	  
comments.	  PCORI’s	  privacy	  policy,	  which	  explains	  how	  PCORI	  handles	  information	  it	  receives,	  is	  
available	  on	  PCORI’s	  website	  here:	  http://www.pcori.org/privacy.html.	  	  
	  
Questions	  about	  this	  input	  opportunity	  may	  be	  directed	  to	  PCORI	  by	  email	  to	  info@pcori.org	  or	  by	  
phone	  to	  202-‐683-‐6690.	  
	  
Provide	  Your	  Input	  Below	  
	  
Below	  you	  will	  find	  the	  eight	  initial	  areas	  of	  interest	  for	  the	  pilot	  projects.	  The	  topics	  are	  not	  ordered	  by	  
priority	  or	  importance.	  	  Following	  each	  topic,	  space	  is	  provided	  for	  you	  to	  provide	  input	  on	  that	  specific	  
topic.	  	  At	  the	  bottom	  of	  this	  form,	  there	  is	  space	  for	  you	  to	  provide	  general	  feedback	  or	  
recommendations	  for	  other	  topics.	  You	  may	  provide	  input	  on	  any	  of	  the	  topics.	  You	  are	  NOT	  required	  to	  
provide	  input	  on	  all	  of	  the	  topics.	  
	  
Initial	  Areas	  of	  Interest	  for	  PCORI’s	  Tier	  1	  Pilot	  Projects	  
	  
1.	  Developing,	  testing,	  and/or	  evaluating	  novel	  methods	  and	  approaches	  that	  can	  inform	  the	  process	  of	  

establishing	  and	  updating	  national	  priorities	  for	  patient	  centered	  outcomes	  research	  (PCOR).	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

2.	  	  Developing,	  testing,	  and/or	  evaluating	  methods	  for	  bringing	  together	  patients,	  caregivers,	  clinicians	  
and	  non-‐traditional	  partners	  in	  all	  stages	  of	  a	  multi-‐stakeholder	  research	  process,	  from	  the	  
generation	  and	  prioritization	  of	  research	  questions	  to	  the	  conduct	  and	  analysis	  of	  a	  study	  to	  
dissemination	  of	  study	  results.	  
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3.	  	  Developing,	  testing,	  and/or	  evaluating	  novel	  processes	  for	  translating	  research	  findings	  into	  changes	  
in	  health	  care	  practices.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
4.	  	  Developing,	  testing,	  and/or	  evaluating	  approaches	  that	  could	  systematically,	  without	  bias,	  identify	  

gaps	  in	  evidence	  that	  most	  affect	  low-‐income	  populations;	  minorities;	  children;	  elderly;	  women;	  
people	  with	  disabilities,	  multiple	  medical	  conditions,	  rare	  conditions,	  and	  other	  vulnerable	  
populations.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
5.	  	  Identifying,	  testing,	  and	  evaluating	  novel	  predictive	  outcomes	  instruments	  of	  interest	  to	  patients.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
6.	  	  Identifying,	  testing,	  and	  evaluating	  novel	  methods	  for	  researching	  behaviors,	  lifestyles,	  and	  choices	  

within	  patient	  control	  that	  may	  influence	  their	  outcomes.	  
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7.	  Identifying,	  testing,	  and	  evaluating	  novel	  methods	  for	  studying	  the	  patient-‐clinician	  interaction	  in	  
situations	  where	  multiple	  options	  for	  prevention,	  diagnosis	  or	  treatment	  exist.	  	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
8.	  	  Identifying,	  testing,	  and	  evaluating	  methods	  to	  assess	  strategies	  that	  respect	  patient	  autonomy	  and	  

promote	  informed	  decision-‐making,	  incorporating	  the	  best	  healthcare	  knowledge	  into	  the	  application	  
of	  care.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
9.	  Please	  use	  this	  space	  to	  provide	  general	  feedback	  or	  recommendations	  for	  other	  topics	  
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Contact	  Information	  
	  
Note:	  You	  are	  NOT	  required	  to	  provide	  any	  personal	  identification	  in	  order	  to	  provide	  input.	  However,	  

you	  may	  provide	  such	  information	  if	  you	  are	  willing	  to	  be	  contacted	  if	  PCORI	  has	  questions	  about	  your	  
comments.	  
	  
First	  Name	  	  

Last	  Name	  

Organization	  

Email	  Address	  

Address	  1	  

Address	  2	  

City	  

State	  

Zip	  

	  
	  
	  


	Question1: 
	Question2: 
	Question3: 
	Question4: The American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) supports Topic 4 because we want to reduce health disparities. Research on therapies and other treatments often exclude the groups listed in this topic, therefore we need more incentives to obtain funding and conduct intervention research with these individuals from vulnerable populations. 
	Question5: 
	Question6: Topic #6 is fundamentally important to influence patient centered outcomes. The American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) highly supports this topic since occupational therapy practitioners frequently work with individuals to change behaviors, alter lifestyles, and make health-promoting choices so that these individuals can complete their tasks of daily life successfully and participate in their communities. We respectfully request that PCORI also consider including habits within this topic. Occupational therapists work with individuals to facilitate healthy habits and reduce unhealthy habits, which all contribute to one's lifestyle. 
	FirstName: Susan
	LastName: Lin
	Organization: American Occupational Therapy Association
	Email: slin@aota.org
	Address1: 4720 Montgomery Lane
	Address2: PO Box 31220
	City: Bethesda
	State: MD
	Zip: 20824-1220
	Submit: 
	Question7: 
	Question8: The American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) strongly agrees with Topic 8 since occupational therapy practitioners are trained to collaborate with their clients to determine goals and intervention methods. We would be particularly interested in learning about strategies to incorporate knowledge into the application of care using different modalities (e.g., online, phone, hospital computer, etc.) so that clinicians working in home health care, communities, and private practices can access the practice guidelines or best summarized evidence at the point of care. 
	Question9: The American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) lauds PCORI's goals and efforts to improve health care outcomes for all. Occupational therapy has a long tradition of providing client-centered care so we agree with all the topics that involve empowering patients, families, and improved communication to make informed decisions. We would like to take this opportunity to urge PCORI to consider environmental modification and assistive technologies as important variables that influence patient centered outcomes, particularly in terms of functional outcomes. Occupational therapy practitioners focus on improving individuals' functional outcomes because we believe that contributes to their quality of life and life satisfaction, as well as serves as a measure of health status. Although topic 6 conveys person-centered variables, we would like to see a topic that includes environmental variables as well since they can be changed more readily to positively effect outcomes or prevent negative outcomes. 


